Thank you for your purchase of a Contax G2.
Based on the Contax philosophy of producing a “camera which works”, this 35mm AF range
finder camera with focal plane shutter is extremely easy to use, which is a shade different
from a single-lens-reflex camera.
This camera features aperture-priority auto-exposure using actual stop-down aperture
metering, a high-speed focal-plane shutter (speeds up to 1/6000 second), high-speed
continuous exposures (up to about 4 frames/second), and many other advanced features,
within a compact body.
Further, by adding the optional multi-function type “Contax Data back GD-2” you can
perform interval photography and add exposure data and dates to photographs.
Before using the camera, please read this instruction manual carefully to operate it correctly.
This manual explains the operating procedures for this excellent Contax G2 camera with
G-mount Planar T*45 mm F2 lens. However, you can also use it in the same way as described
in this manual, unless otherwise stated, for the integrated use of the camera with other
G-mount Carl Zeiss T* interchangeable lenses.
• If you use the Hologon 16mm F8 lens, be sure to read the section “Using the Hologon 16mm
F8 lens“ in this manual (p. 196), as well as the instructions accompanying the lens.
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Direct X-contact
Dedicated-flash Contacts
Accessory Shoe
Exposure Compensation Dial
A.B.C. Lever
Dial Index
Shutter Speed Dial
Shutter Speed Dial Lock Release Button
Exposure Counter
Main Switch
Shutter Release
Release Socket
Focus Dial
Self-timer LED
Distance Reference Index
Display Panel
Drive Mode Dial
ISO Button
Active AF Focusing Window
(infrared emitter)
Strap Lug
Viewfinder
Lens Index
Lens Release Button
Passive AF Focusing Windows
Active AF Focusing Window
(infrared receiver)
External Metering Window
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Camera Back Release Pin
Spool
Focus Lock Button
Focus Mode Dial
Shutter Curtain
Viewfinder Eyepiece
Diopter Adjuster
Film Mounting Spindle
Sync Terminal
Camera Back Release Knob
Manual Rewind Button
Film Check Window
Camera Back
Battery Compartment/Cover
Data back Contacts
Tripod Socket
DX Contacts
Film Chamber

mad-paris.com

BASIC STEPS

1

Load the Batteries
(see page 7).
1

2

Mount the Lens
(see page 9).
2

4

Set the Film Speed to “DX”
(see page 18).
4

5

3

Turn on the Main Switch
(see page 11).
3

5

Load DX film, pull the tip as far as the orange
“I” mark, place it on the spool and close the cover
(see page 16).
5
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BASIC STEPS

6

7

Set the focus-mode dial to “SAF” and the drive mode dial to “S”
(see page 29, 22).
6

8

Set your desired aperture
(see page 42).
8

6

Set the Shutter Speed
Dial to “AUTO”
(see page 21).
7

9

Aim the focusing frame at your subject, and depress the shutter
halfway. The focusing mark turns on. Press the shutter release and shoot
(see page 30).
9
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LOADING THE BATTERIES

Be sure the main switch is “OFF” before replacing batteries.
Use a coin to turn the battery compartment cover as
shown and remove the cover.
1

Load two new 3V lithium batteries (type CR2) in
the compartment with polarities aligned as shown.
2

• If battery polarities are not aligned correctly, the camera
will not operate and may be damaged.
3

7

Replace the cover screw.
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LOADING THE BATTERIES

<Battery Check>
After the batteries are loaded, operate the camera first,
the battery voltage is normal if the mark “ ” (battery
warning mark) does not appear in the display panel.

Replace the batteries

<Battery Precautions>
• Always replace the batteries with new ones of the same type.
Do not mix different kinds of batteries or new and old batteries.
Always use two new batteries of the same type and brand.
• Generally, battery performance is reduced by cold
temperatures. If you are shooting in cold weather, it is advisable
to keep the camera warm in a bag or an outfit for protection
against cold. The battery reduced by low temperatures
will return to normal when you take pictures at
an ordinary temperature.
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<Battery Replacement>
If the mark “ ” turns on in the display panel, it is time to replace
the batteries. Set the main switch at “OFF”, open the battery
compartment cover and replace the batteries with new ones.
• Though you can take a picture even after the mark “ ” has
turned on, it is recommended to replace the batteries as soon
as possible. Be careful because the mark “ ” will blink or
go out and the camera will no longer operate if the battery
capacity has dropped below the effective limit.
• Some batteries may tend to decrease their voltage temporarily
when they are loaded. You need not worry about this because
they recover their performance when the power is turned on.
If the mark “ ” appears soon after the new batteries are
loaded, turn off the main switch and then turn it on again.
If the mark " " goes out, you can use these batteries.
• Before loading the batteries wipe both poles clean with
a dry cloth because poor contact may result if they are
soiled with sweat or grease.
• If you are going on a long trip, bring new spare batteries
with you.
• Do not throw used batteries into fire or try to change or
disassemble them because it is dangerous.
• The 3V lithium battery (CR2) cannot be charged by any means.
• Battery should be kept away from children.
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MOUNTING AND DISMOUNTING THE LENS

Lens mount
ring

Lens
grip ring

This part does
not rotate
Lens
grip ring

<Mounting the Lens>
First, remove the camera’s body cap and the lens’ rear cap.
Then, holding onto the lens grip ring, align the red dot on
the lens with the lens index mark on the camera body, insert
the lens into the body and press in while turning the lens
clockwise (the direction of the arrow in the illustration).
Turn the lens until it locks into place with a “click.”

9

• If the lens is not properly mounted, or the red dot is not
correctly aligned with the lens index, it will not lock with a click.
In this case, remove the lens from the camera once. Then, turn
the lens mount ring (shaded portion) and the lens grip ring in
the direction of the arrow fully, as illustrated, to mount the lens
on the camera again.
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MOUNTING AND DISMOUNTING THE LENS
This part does not rotate

• Do not touch the lens surface and camera inside, contacts
and so on with your fingers when mounting and dismounting
the lens.
• Avoid direct sunlight or other bright light when changing
the lens with film loaded in the camera.
• Do not leave the camera in direct sunlight for extended periods
of time when the lens is detached from the camera.
• Always mount and dismount the Hologon 16 mm F8 lens by
holding the lens guard.
When the lens is dismounted from the camera, the aperture
ring operation range will change, but this is not a malfunction.
The range will return to normal when the lens is mounted to
the camera.

Lens grip ring

<Dismounting the Lens>
When holding the lens grip ring and pressing in the middle of
the lens release button, turn the lens counter-clockwise as far as
it will go and pull it out towards you. After dismounting the lens
from the camera, protect the lens with the lens cap and rear cap,
and the camera with the body cap.

10
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MAIN SWITCH

Off position

The main switch turns on and off the camera and sets it for AE
lock (AEL).
• The main switch should be locked at a click position when
shooting to prevent it from shifting by mistake.
OFF: Red mark not visible
When the red mark is not visible, the main switch is set
at OFF, turning off the camera. If you are not using the camera,
turn off the main switch to prevent the shutter from tripping
inadvertently.
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On position

Red mark

“ON” mark
The camera’s power is turned on. Usually, set the switch in
this position.
“AEL” mark
The AE lock is useful for shooting backlighted subjects
or if you want to shoot moving subjects continuously with
a fixed exposure.
For details on AE lock, see page 48.
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DISPLAY IN THE VIEWFINDER

The display in the viewfinder will turn on in the following cases,
then turn off automatically after 16 seconds.
(1) When the main switch is turned on.
(2) When the main switch is set to ON, and either: the shutter
release is depressed halfway, or the focus dial or focus lock
button are operated.

Picture Area Frame
When the shutter release is depressed halfway, the picture area frame on
display changes automatically according to the shooting distance, lens focal
length, etc. To shoot, place your subject within the displayed frame.
1

2 Focus Frame
Place your subject to focus in this frame.
3 Flash Mark
If your are using the TLA flash system for taking flash pictures, the flash “ ”
will turn on as soon as the flash is fully charged. If your subject is correctly
exposed, it will blink two seconds after the flash has fired.

Exposure Compensation Mark
The “+” or “-” mark will light when exposure compensation is performed
with the exposure compensation dial, or A.B.C. mode.
4

Focusing Indicator
Shows the condition of focus. For details, see the section “Focusing the lens”
on p. 26.
5

If you switch a button, dial, etc. while the display is shown,
the display will remain on for another 16 seconds.
(The illustration shows all information available in the viewfinder for reference.
It does not represent an actual example of display.)
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5 Shutter Speed/Shooting Distance
Normally, displays the shutter speed from 1/6000 second to 16 seconds, in
1/2 step intervals. On the scale, “6000” means 1/6000 second, “200” means
1/200 second, and “16” means 16 seconds.
When the focus lock button is pressed in the “MF” (manual focus) mode,
the display indicates the shooting distance to the subject (the display is
shown only while the button is held depressed).

Exposure Mark
In the auto exposure mode, the over “ ” or under “ ” mark indicating
deviation from the exposure control range will be displayed. In the manual
mode, the correct “ ”, over “ ” or under “ ” mark will be displayed.
7
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DISPLAY PANEL/EXPOSURE COUNTER

<Display Panel>
(The illustration shows all information available in the display panel/
exposure counter for reference. It does not represent an actual
example of display.)

Shooting Distance/Film Speed Indicator
When the shutter release is depressed halfway, the shooting
distance is displayed. If the ISO button is depressed, however,
it switches to display the film speed.
It also shows the setting condition for custom functions.
3

Battery Warning Mark
It turns on when it is time to change the batteries.
4

<Exposure Counter>

ISO/DX Indicator
When displaying the film speed or in the film speed setting
mode, this indicator will be displayed.
• When auto mode is set with DX code, always “DX” is displayed.
1

2
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Multiple Exposure Mark

The exposure counter normally shows the number of
exposures on a film. It also provides the following functions:
• Display of the operation order in the “A.B.C.” mode.
• Display of the end of the film.
• Remaining operating time in self-tome mode.
• Elapsed time during bulb exposure (B) mode.
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DIOPTRE ADJUSTMENT

Dioptre Lens
None
GFL (-4)
GFL (-2)
GFL (+2)

This camera has a built-in dioptre adjustment unit. To adjust
the viewfinder eyepiece to your eyesight, turn the dioptre
adjuster until the focus frame in the centre of the viewfinder
appears sharp and clear. The adjustable range is from
+0.3 to -2 dioptres.

Range of Adjustment
+0.3D ~ -2.0D
-3.0D ~ -5.0D
-1.0D ~ -3.5D
+3.0D ~ +0.4D

The range of dioptre adjustments possible with and without
optional lenses.

If the built-in dioptre adjustment provides insufficient
compensation for your eyesight, an optional dioptre lens,

14
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DIOPTRE ADJUSTMENT
Fit in while pushing in this direction
1

2

3

Camera strap stopper

<Installing a Dioptre Lens>
When installing a dioptre lens, hold the
camera with the viewfinder eyepiece
pointing upward, to help prevent the
dioptre lens from dropping out. Also,
take care in handling so as not to soil
the dioptre lens when installing it.
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Dioptre Lens

1

As shown in the illustration, while pressing the pointed end of the camera strap
stopper in the hole on the side of the viewfinder eyepiece, lift up and remove up
the eyepiece frame.

2

Place the dioptre lens inside the eyepiece frame.

3

Fit the pins on the left side of the eyepiece frame into their holes, and press down
the frame to its original position.
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LOADING THE FILM

1

2

Data back contacts

Open the camera back by erecting and rotating
the camera back release knob in the direction of the arrow.
After the camera back is opened, replaced the knob in place.
• When loading film, be sure to remove the protective sheet in
the camera’s picture area frame.
1

16

Insert the film cassette slantwise into the film chamber
with its protruding end downward as illustrated.
2

Note on the shutter curtain:
The shutter curtain is a precision part. Never touch it with
your finger or strike it with the film tip. When the film tip lies
on the shutter curtain, in particular, never trip the shutter.
• Take care not to touch or contaminate the DX contacts
and data back contact.
• Always load and unload a film in subdued light.
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LOADING THE FILM

3

Pull out the film tip as far as
the orange “I” mark and place it
on the spool.
Take care that the film does not float up
(see illustration).
• If the length of film protruding from
the cassette is too long, adjust it by
winding film back into the cassette
before loading the film.
3
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4

Close the camera back securely.
As soon as the camera back is closed, the film advances automatically and stops
when the exposure counter shows “01”.
• If the exposure counter blinks at “00”, the film is not advancing properly.
Open the camera back and reload the film correctly.
4
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SETTING AND CHECKING THE FILM SPEED

When DX automatic film speed
setting is used

When manual film speed setting
is used

If “DX” is displayed in the display panel, the film speed is
automatically set by the DX code. When using film with DX code,
no adjustment is required. Without the “DX” mark, be sure to
set the film speed manually.
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<Checking the Film Speed>
With the main switch set to ON, if the ISO button is pressed,
the film speed (ISO number) will appear in the display panel
for about 16 seconds. When DX automatic film-speed setting is
used, “DX” will appear in the display.
• If the shutter release is depressed halfway while the film speed
is displayed, the display will return to the shooting
distance display.
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SETTING AND CHECKING THE FILM SPEED

<Setting the Film Speed>
The film speed can be set in two ways: automatic setting mode
with DX codes and manual setting mode.
• Automatic Setting Mode:
If the film speed is set to “DX” and
you are using DX film, the camera will
automatically set itself to the speed
of the film you are using.
DX films are available in a range of ISO 25 to 5000. The DX
mark and film speed are printed on the film box.
• Manual Setting Mode:
Set the film speed as you desire. If
you are using non-DX film, or if you
want to change the film speed from
that of the film you are using, set
the film speed manually.
• You can set the film speed in 1/3 step increments in a range
of ISO 6 to 6400.
• When the film speed (ISO number) has been set manually,
that manually set speed will be used even if DX code film is
later loaded in the camera.
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1

Hold depressed for about 1.2 seconds or more

Turn the main switch on. If you press and hold on the ISO
button for about 1.2 seconds or more, the display of the film
speed in the display panel will start to blink.
After blinking, remove your finger from the button.
1
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SETTING AND CHECKING THE FILM SPEED

2

Turn the focus dial until either “DX”
or the desired film speed appears.
When the focus dial is turned, the film
speed changes in 1/3 steps, as shown:
2

3

Focus dial

Set the main switch to OFF; this completes the setting procedure.
• The setting also takes effect if the shutter release is depressed halfway,
the focus lock button is pressed, or if you wait for about 16 seconds.
• Once the film speed has been set manually, the set value will be stored in
memory and remain in effect until the above procedures are used again to change
the film speed setting.
3

While the film speed is being set, the display inside the viewfinder will blink and
no pictures can be taken.

20

mad-paris.com

SHUTTER-SPEED DIAL

The dial is used to set the exposure. When turned to “AUTO,”
the camera is set for aperture-priority automatic exposure.
When turned to a number, the shutter speed is set for manual
exposure mode, at the indicated shutter speed. Shutter speeds
can be set in the range “4S” (4 seconds) to “4000” (1/4000
second) in single-step units.
The dial can also be set to “B” for bulb exposures, and to “X”
for X-synchronised flash exposures at 1/200 second.
• Be sure that the shutter speed dial is securely set in one of
the click indent positions when using (do not attempt to set
the dial between the marked number settings).
• To prevent unintentional changes of shutter speed, the “AUTO”
and “X” positions lock into place. To change from these
settings, you must turn the dial while pressing the shutterspeed dial lock release button (on top of the dial).

Shutter-speed dial lock release button

21
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DRIVE MODE DIAL

“S” Mode: Single-frame Shooting
Each time the camera’s shutter release is pressed, one
film frame is exposed and the film is wound to prepare for
the next exposure.
“CH”, “CL” Modes: Continuous Shooting
While pressing the camera’s shutter release, a maximum speed
of about 4 frames/second (CH) or about 2 frames/second (CL)
are exposed automatically. (The actual drive speed depends on
various conditions, including the set shutter speed, film speed,
and battery condition. Also, when using an optional data back,
drive speed will depend on whether the “between-frame” print
function is used.)

Index

The following drive modes can be selected.
To select a mode, turn the drive mode dial until the mode
aligns with the index mark.
• Be sure the dial stops securely at one of the click indents
(do not attempt to set the dial between marked settings).

22

“ ”: Self-Timer Mode
Set to this position to perform self-timer photography.
For details see page 63.
“ ”: Multiple-Exposure Mode
Set to this position to perform multiple-exposure photography.
For details, see page 60.
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FOCUS-MODE DIAL/FOCUS LOCK BUTTON
Index

Focus lock button

<Focus-Mode Dial>
The following focus modes can be selected.
For details, see the section “Focusing the Lens” (page 26).
“SAF” mode: Single Auto Focus
Focusing is performed automatically; once the focus is aligned,
the lens is locked in that position.
“CAF” mode: Continuous Auto Focus
Focusing is performed continuously using automatic focus.
“MF” mode: Manual Focus
Focusing is performed manually by turning the focusing dial
on the front of the camera.
<Focus Lock Button>
Press this button during use of the “CAF” (continuous auto
focus) mode when you wish to lock the focus on a subject.

23

Focus-mode dial
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HOLDING THE CAMERA

Be sure to remove the lens cap before you shoot!
To take sharp pictures, the camera must be held steady. Blurred
pictures are most often caused by camera shake.
The camera can be held not only in the horizontal position, but
also in the vertical position depending on the subject. In any
case , study your comfortable camera positioning and practice
until you get used to it. It is also good to support your body or
camera with a building, tree, and so on.
Relax the hand and gently depress the shutter release. At the moment to take
pictures, stop breathing.

(a)

24

Be sure your fingers do not obstruct or rest on the lens, AF
windows, infrared emitter, or ISO button.
• If the entire display inside the viewfinder blinks, it means the ISO
button has been pressed and the camera is in the film-speed
setting mode, making it impossible to take pictures. In this case,
check to be sure the film speed has not been
charged accidentally.

(b)

Tigthen your side, and stabilise the camera.
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REWINDING THE FILM

Manual Rewind Button

As soon as the entire roll of film is exposed, the camera
rewinds the film automatically.
While the film is rewinding, the exposure counter counts down.
When rewinding is completed, the motor stops and number “00”
in the counter blinks.
Confirm that the motor has stopped and the exposure counter
is blinking on “00”, then open the camera back and remove
the film cassette.

25

Strap Stopper

• Always unload a film in subdued light.
• Be sure to unload the film after it has rewound. After the film
has been rewound, the camera will not operate unless
the camera back is once opened.
• To rewind film from midway through a roll, use the projection
on the camera strap stopper to press the manual rewind button
on the side of the camera body (do not use pins, needles or
other sharply pointed objects).
• Take the exposed film for processing as soon as possible.
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FOCUSING THE LENS

Focusing can be performed either by automatic focusing (AF) or
manual focusing (MF) modes. Auto focus modes include “SAF”
(single auto focus) and “CAF” (continuous auto focus). Use
the focus mode dial to select the desired focusing mode. Better
results can be obtained by using the focusing mode selectively
in accordance with the subject being photographed.
“SAF” (Single Auto Focus) Mode
This mode is recommended when photographing ordinary
scenery without much movement. In this mode, the lens focuses
automatically ; once the lens is focused on a subject, focus is
locked at that distance. The shutter will not operate if the lens is
not in focus. This is a “focus-priority” mode.
1
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“CAF” (Continuous Auto Focus) Mode
This mode is recommended when photographing small children
or other subjects that move continuously in the centre of the
viewfinder. In this mode, the lens continuously attempts to focus
on whatever subject is currently at the centre of the viewfinder,
and the shutter will operate whenver it is pressed, regardless of
whether the lens is in focus. This is a “shutter-priority” mode.
2

“MF” (Manual Focus) Mode:
This mode is recommended when photographing fireworks or
other night scenes, or otherwise when focusing using auto focus
is difficult or impossible. In this mode, superior results will be
obtained by setting the focus to infinity (InF). The manual focus
mode is also convenient when taking multiple photographs of
still-life or other subjects when the distance between camera
and subject remains fixed.
3
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DRIVE MODES (S, CL, CH) AND FOCUS MODES

In each drive mode (S, CL, or CH), focusing in each focusing mode is as follows:

Drive
Mode

27

Focus
Mode

“SAF”
(Single Auto Focus)

“CAF”
(Continuous Auto Focus)

“MF”
(Manual Focus)

S
(Single
Frame
Shooting)

AF operates when the shutter release is
depressed halfway, and once the subject
is in focus, the focus is locked at
that distance.
• When the focus cannot be achieved,
shutter does not operate.

AF operates continuously while
• Focus is performed manually by turning
the focus dial.
the shutter release is depressed halfway.
• Focus is locked when focus lock button
is pressed.
• Shutter operates whenever pressed,
regardless of whether focus is achieved.

CL, CH
(Continuous
Shooting)

AF operates when the shutter release is
depressed halfway, and once the subject
is in focus, the focus is locked at
that distance.
• If focus cannot be achieved, shutter
does not operate.
• During continuous shooting, focus for
successive exposures is locked at the
setting established for the first frame.

• Focus is performed manually by turning
AF operates continuously while the
the focus dial.
shutter release is depressed halfway.
• Focus can be locked by pressing focus
lock button.
• Shutter operates whenever pressed,
regardless of whether focus is achieved.
• During continuous shooting, focus is • Manual focusing is impossible during
measured independently for
continuous shooting.
each frame.
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RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN DRIVE MODES (S, CL, CH) AND FOCUS MODES

<Exposure in each drive mode (S, CL, CH)>
In each combination of drive mode and focusing mode, exposure is as follows: (Aperture-priority auto exposure mode)

Drive
Mode

Focus
Mode

S
(Single
Frame
Shooting)
CL
(Continuous
Shooting)
CL, CH
(Continuous
Shooting)

28

“SAF”
(Single Auto Focus)

“CAF”
(Continuous Auto Focus)

“MF”
(Manual Focus)

The exposure value is determined just before the shutter trips.

The exposure value is determined just before the shutter trips.

• During continuous shooting, exposure is measured for each frame.
The exposure value is determined just
The exposure value is determined just
before the shutter trips.
before the shutter trips.
• During continuous shooting, pictures
• During continuous shooting, exposure
are taken continuously with the
is measured for each frame. However, if
exposure value that has been measured
the focus lock is activated, exposure is
on the first time.
fixed at that time (AE lock).

The exposure value is determined just
before the shutter trips.
• During continuous shooting, pictures
are taken continuously with the
exposure value that has been measured
on the first time.
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FOCUSING ON AUTO FOCUS ("SAF", "CAF")

Viewfinder

Display panel

Turn focus mode dial to either “SAF” or “CAF”.
The viewfinder and the display panel will appear as shown in
the illustration.
1

29

• The viewfinder distance scale will change depending on the
lens installed.
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FOCUSING ON AUTO FOCUS ("SAF", "CAF")
Focusing mark

Distance scale

2

3

(Example: for 3 m)

Aim the focusing frame at your subject; and depress
the shutter release half way.
As focusing is performed automatically, the focusing mark will
light in the viewfinder.
2

Example: for ∞

The focusing mark lights at that point of the distance scale
indicating the distance at which was focused. Simultaneously,
the distance is indicated on the display panel.
3
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Depress the shutter release fully to take the picture.
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FOCUSING ON AUTO FOCUS ("SAF", "CAF")

• When Using “SAF” (Single Auto Focus) Mode:
When the shutter release is depressed halfway, focusing is
performed automatically, and focus is locked as soon as focus is
achieved.
• In the continuous shooting (CL/CH) modes, the focus is locked
at the time of the first picture; subsequent pictures are made at
the same lens focus setting.
• If a shifting or unstable subject makes it impossible for
the camera to establish focus lock, the “
" mark will blink on
the viewfinder’s focusing indicator to indicate that focus cannot
be locked. In this condition, the shutter release will not operate.
• To photograph under this kind of condition, establish focus lock
by focusing on another subject at the same distance as the
original subject (see page 96), then take the original picture.
• For shutter-priority photography regardless of focus, press
the shutter while holding the focus-lock button depressed.
In this way, the shutter will operate, regardless of whether
focus has been locked.

• When Using “CAF” (Continuous Auto Focus Mode):
The auto focus mechanism operates continuously so long as
the shutter release is held depressed halfway (focus is not
locked). Make sure the subject is in sharp focus, then shoot.
• In the continuous shooting (CL/CH) modes, the focus is
measured and locked independently for each frame.
• Even when the “
” mark will blink and focusing is
impossible, the shutter can be tripped by depressing
the shutter release.
• The focusing may not follow continuously depending on
the movement or change of the subject.
When attempting to follow a quickly moving subject with
the camera, even if focus is temporarily lost midway, the previous
focus information will be used when the shutter is released,
helping prevent any extreme out-of-focus shots. In this case,
however, it is recommended that you refer to the appended
depth-of-field scale, and photograph after stopping down
the lens aperture as far as possible.
If the mark “ ” blinks on the right edge of the focusing indicator,
the shutter does not trip when the drive mode is set at “SAF”
because your subject is too close to the camera. However,
when the drive mode is set at “CAF”, the shutter trips although
the subject is not sharply focused.

31
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FOCUSING ON AUTO FOCUS ("SAF", "CAF")

<Focus Lock>
If the subject you want to focus is not in the focusing frame when
shooting in the auto-focus mode, use the focus lock.
• When using “SAF” (Single Auto Focus) Mode:
1 Aim the focusing frame at the subject you wish to focus
on and depress the shutter release halfway.
As focusing is performed automatically, the focusing mark
will light in the viewfinder at that point of the distance scale
indicating the distance at which focus is locked.
While holding the shutter release depressed halfway,
move the camera to compose the photograph as desired.
Focus will remain locked at the originally set distance.
Depress the shutter release fully to take the picture.
• Because the focus remains locked as long as the shutter
release is depressed halfway, your subject is in sharp focus
even if you move the camera.
• The focus lock is released if you move your finger from
the shutter release.
2
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FOCUSING ON AUTO FOCUS ("SAF", "CAF")

• When using “CAF” (Continuous Auto Focus Mode):
1 Aim the focusing frame at the subject you wish to focus on
and depress the shutter release halfway.
The auto focus mechanism operates continuously so long as the
shutter release is held depressed halfway (focus is not locked).
Confirm that the viewfinder focusing mark is lit, and press
the focus lock button.
Focus will be locked at the instant the focus lock button
is depressed.
2

While holding the focus lock button depressed, move the
camera to compose the photograph as desired. Focus will
remain locked at the originally set distance. Depress the
shutter release fully to take the picture.
• Focus will remain locked so long as the focus lock button is
held depressed.
3
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Focus lock button
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FOCUSING ON MANUAL FOCUS ("MF")

1

2

Focus scale

Focus index mark

When the focus mode dial is set to “MF”, the focusing display as
shown in the illustration will appear in the viewfinder and show
on the focus scale and focus index mark how well the subject is
focused.
The display panel will show the distance, as linked to operation
of the focus dial.

2 Aim the focusing frame at the desired subject, and turn
the focus dial while watching the focusing indicator in
the viewfinder.
The viewfinder’s focus scale will change as the focus dial is
turned; rotate until the focus scale is aligned with the focus
index mark.

<1. Using the camera’s focusing function>
1 Set the focus mode dial to “MF”.
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FOCUSING ON MANUAL FOCUS ("MF")

Relationship of focusing indicator and actual
focusing condition:
The number and position of focus scale marks “
in the display indicates the condition of focus.
Display
Focus scale
Focus index
mark

” showing

Focusing Condition
[Back focus]
The lens is out of focus, focused on an object
behind in the subject.

[In focus]
The lens is out of focus, focused on an object in
front of the subject.
[Front focus]
The lens is out of focus, focused on an object in
front of the subject.
(blinking)
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[Focus not possible]
Focus is impossible under current conditions.

Focusing distance

• In the “MF” mode, if the focus lock button is held depressed,
the viewfinder shutter speed display will change to show
the distance at which the lens is focused. In this way, you can
confirm the focusing distance without removing your eye from
the viewfinder.
<2. When you already know the correct distance to
the subject>
1 Set the focus mode dial to “MF”.
2 While looking at the display panel, rotate the focus dial
until the correct distance to the subject appears on
the panel.
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REMARKS ON THE AUTO FOCUS SYSTEM

The auto focus system of this camera consists of the active
type auto focus (trigonometrical method with infrared rays) and
passive type auto focus (focusing by means of a difference of
the subject image through left and right focusing windows).
While measurement at long distances that cannot be reached
by infrared rays is performed by the passive type method, lowcontrast subjects at relatively short distance that are difficult
to measure with the passive type method are measured by
the active type method. By combining these two methods,
the precision and reliability of the auto focus system has been
substantially improved.
However, the focusing mechanism may not operate properly
in the following cases. In such cases, refer to the following
instructions to improve the focusing accuracy.
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<Subjects that are difficult to focus>
1

2
2

1

(1) Subjects that are not inside the
focusing frame or very small subjects.
1 Because focusing is done inside the
focusing frame, the lens is focused on
the background.
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2

Focus by selecting a different part
in the subject that fills the focusing
frame, lock the focus and shoot.

(2) Subjects with a low contrast
1 Subjects with a low contrast, such as
a white wall, are difficult to focus.
2 Focus by selecting a contrast-rich
part, such as a window frame, lock
the focus, return to your original
composition and shoot.
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REMARKS ON THE AUTO FOCUS SYSTEM

1

(3) Subjects with a repeated pattern
1 Because focusing is done by utilizing
a shift of the image, the focusing may
be effected on an extremely different
distance. In this case, the distance
displayed in the viewfinder will be
extremely different.
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2

2

In such cases, focus by selecting
a position of the subject as shown
in the illustration so as to avoid the
repeated pattern, then lock the focus,
return to your original composition
and shoot.

(4) Dark subjects
When shooting with flash in dim light,
the active type method is useful. Move
closer to the subject to 3m or less so
that the active type method works.
For best results, shoot by selecting an
object with a high reflection ratio, such
as a white shirt.
• When shooting at a long distance,
such as night scenes, it is
recommended to choose the manual
focus and set at "InF" (infinity).
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1

2

(5) Subjects with horizontal lines only,
such as the horizon
1 It is impossible to focus with
horizontal lines only.
2 Hold the camera in vertical position,
focus the subject, lock the focus,
return to your original composition
and shoot.
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(6) Extremely bright subjects or
glossy subjects
In this case, it may not be possible to
focus. To solve this, focus on another
object located approximately at the
same distance as the subject, lock
the focus and shoot. Otherwise, set
the distance to the subject by using
the manual focus and shoot.

(7) When there is a strong light source
near the focusing frame, or there is
a strong light source such as sunlight
that enters inside the picture frame.
In this case, it may not be possible to
focus. To solve this, focus on another
object located approximately at the
same distance as the subject, lock
the focus and shoot. Otherwise, set
the distance to the subject by using
the manual focus and shoot.
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(8) When there are two or more subjects with extremely
different distances inside the picture frame
It may not be possible to focus or the focusing may be effected
on an extremely different distance. In such case, focus so that
the subject you want to focus fills the focusing frame completely,
lock the focus, return to your original composition and shoot.
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(9) Subjects moving a high speed
Subjects moving at high speed are difficult to focus. Set
the distance beforehand by using the manual focus and, as
soon as the subject comes to the set distance, take your picture.
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CAMERA FUNCTIONS AND APPLIED TECHNIQUES

The following exposure modes can be selected to match your
photographic purposes and uses. Select the desired mode by
rotating the shutter-speed dial to the correct position.

Bulb Exposures (B)
This mode can be used for taking night scenes or pictures
of the sky at night which requires long exposure. As long as
the shutter release is depressed, the shutter will remain open
to expose the film.

Aperture-priority Auto Exposure (AUTO)
If you choose your desired aperture, the camera will
automatically select the shutter speed suited for it to provide
correct exposure. This mode is useful for taking pictures by
utilizing the lens depth of field.

Flash Photography (X)
This mode is set when you use an ordinary flash unit having
only X-contact but no dedicated flash linked contact. For more
details, refer to “Taking Pictures with Flash Units Other than
the TLA Flash Unit” on page 162.

Selecting the Exposure Mode

Manual Exposure
In this mode, you can choose the aperture and shutter speed
as desired. Intentional over- or underexposure is also easy.
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APERTURE-PRIORITY AUTO EXPOSURE
Aperture ring
1

2

Shutter speed dial lock release button

Set the shutter speed dial
to “AUTO.”
1

To change the mode, turn the shutter
speed dial while depressing the dial
lock release button.
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Shutter speed

Set the aperture and shoot.
If you set the aperture with the lens’ aperture ring, the camera will automatically set
the shutter speed suited for it. In the viewfinder, the shutter speed automatically set
by the camera will turn on.
• Normally, set the aperture so that the shutter speed is set 1/60 sec. to 1/6000 sec.
• When the shutter speed is set to slower than 1/60 sec. it is recommended to use
the flash unit. If you are not using the flash unit, mount the camera on a tripod to
prevent camera shake.
2
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APERTURE-PRIORITY AUTO EXPOSURE

Overexposure warning

<Overexposure Warning>
• If the exposure mark “ ” blinks, it means overexposure.
Because the subject is too bright, readjust the aperture
so that the “ ” mark turns off.
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Underexposure Warning

<Underexposure Warning>
• If the exposure mark “ ” blinks, it means underexposure.
Because the subject is too dark, use an additional light to
brighten up the subject or change the aperture so that
the “ ” mark disappears.
• Even when an over- or underexposure warning appears,
you can take pictures by depressing the shutter release.

mad-paris.com

MANUAL EXPOSURE
Aperture ring

Shutter speed

Turn the shutter speed dial so that the desired shutter
speed comes opposite the dial index.
1

To change modes from aperture-priority automatic exposure
(“AUTO”) or “X” modes turn the shutter speed dial while
depressing the dial lock release button.

44

Exposure mark

" ":

Overexposure

" ":

Correct exposure

" ":

Underexposure

Set the aperture with the lens’ aperture ring and shoot.
In the viewfinder, the shutter speed selected and the exposure
mark will turn on. Turn the shutter speed dial or the lens’
aperture ring so that the correct exposure mark “ ” turns on.
2
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MANUAL EXPOSURE

Set the shutter speed dial to “B”.
2 Set the aperture and shoot.
As long as the shutter release is depressed, the shutter will
remain open to expose the film.
• Mount the camera on a tripod or stable base to prevent camera
shake and trip the shutter with the Cable Switch L
(optional accessory).
1
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EXPOSURE COMPENSATION

If there is a great difference in brightness between the subject
and its background, the subject will not be correctly exposed. In
this case, use exposure compensation. Exposure compensation
can also be used for intentional over- and underexposure. There
are three methods:
• The exposure can be compensated by controlling
the shutter speed.
<1. Using the Exposure Compensation Dial>
Normally, the exposure compensation dial is set at “0”.
To compensate exposure, turn and set the dial so that your
desired compensating value comes opposite the dial index. It
can be set in 1/3-EV increments within a range of +2EV to -2EV.
If the exposure compensation dial is set anywhere except “0”,
the “+” or “-“ mark will turn on in the viewfinder, indicating
that the exposure compensation is in effect.

After taking pictures with exposure compensation, be sure to return
the dial to “0”.

During aperture-priority automatic (AUTO):
The shutter speed will change in accordance
with the value of compensation selected.
During manual exposure:
The exposure mark will light in accordance with
the compensation value set; turn the shutter speed dial or
aperture ring of the taking lens until the exposure mark
at the right of the viewfinder display appears as “ ”,
then take the picture.
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EXPOSURE COMPENSATION

No compensation

Compensation to the “+” side

• For back-lighted subjects …
Exposure compensation of “+1/3” ~ “+2”
If you are shooting your subject against the light, under a
bright sky, on an ocean beach, in front of a window, and so on,
where the greater part of your picture is occupied by a bright
background, the subject will be underexposed and turn out dark
like a silhouette. In such cases, use exposure compensation of
+1/3 ~ +2 to give more exposure.
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Compensation to the “-” side

• For back-lighted subjects …
Exposure compensation of “-1/3” ~ “-2”
If you are shooting a spotlighted subject on a stage where a dark
background predominates in the scene, it will be underexposed
and turn out light. In such cases, use exposure compensation of
-1/3 ~ -2 to reduce the amount of light on it.
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<2. Using the AE Lock>
The AE lock is used for storing the exposure value of the subject
in the memory during the aperture-priority auto exposure. It is
used when you shoot the back-lighted subject or when you make
continuous shooting on the moving object at a fix exposure.
If the main switch is set to “AEL”, the exposure value at that time
will be stored in the camera memory so that you can trip
the shutter release with the same exposure value, unaffected
by changes in brightness on the background.

1

First, face the central part of the viewfinder toward your
subject, then switch the main switch from “ON” to “AEL”.
The exposure will thus be locked.
1

• The shutter speed display in the viewfinder blinks during
AE lock.
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EXPOSURE COMPENSATION

2

• Set the AE lock only after confirming that the viewfinder display
is lit steadily.
• This camera performs AE lock by storing the shutter speed
in memory. Be careful, since if you change the aperture after
performing AE lock, the exposure value will change.
Recompose your subject and shoot.
• The exposure value will remain in the memory while the A lock
is activated, but the display will turn off after 16 seconds to
save battery.

• In the continuous-shooting mode (“CL”, “CH”), you can
take pictures in succession with the same exposure value,
unaffected by changes in brightness on the background,
if you have locked the exposure.
• If you change the exposure compensating value, exposure is
made on the basis of the exposure value you have locked.

2
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EXPOSURE COMPENSATION

<3. Using the A.B.C. Mode (Automatic Exposure
Compensation for 3 Consecutive Frames)>
This mode allows you to take pictures automatically in three
different steps of exposure: standard, overexposure and
underexposure. Even if you take pictures under fluctuating
exposure conditions, you can surely capture your subject without
trouble of exposure settings by simply holding your finger on
the shutter release.
* A.B.C. is an acronym of “Automatic Bracketing Control”.

1

Compensating value

Move the A.B.C. lever to set the compensation value.
The camera will switch to the A.B.C. mode. Two compensating
values are available: ±0.5 EV and ±1 EV.
1

• At each shooting, metering takes place and compensates for
the correct value during the aperture-priority auto exposure.
If you want to shoot unaffected by changes in brightness in
the surroundings, it is recommended to use the AE lock in
the A.B.C. mode, too.
• If the drive mode is set at “CH” and the focusing mode at
“SAF”, compensation is made on the basis of the exposure
for the first frame.
• In the manual exposure mode, compensation is made for
the shutter speed settings.
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A.B.C. index

Position “0”

• If the exposure compensation dial is set to other positions
than “O”, the A.B.C. mode is established on the basis of
the compensating value being set.
• After taking pictures in the A.B.C. mode, be sure to turn
the A.B.C. lever right to the stop (position “0”). Flash pictures
cannot be taken in the A.B.C. mode.
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Standard exposure

Overexposure

If you set the drive mode to "CL" or "CH" (continuous
shooting) and continue to depress the shutter release,
exposure will be effected in the order of standard
exposure, over- (+) and underexposure (-) depending
the compensating value.
After exposing three frames, the camera will stop. When the drive
mode is set to "S", you can take A.B.C. mode pictures on singleframe shooting; and when it is set to " ", you can take A.B.C.
mode pictures continuously (up to three frames) 10 seconds after
the shutter release is depressed.
2
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Underexposure

In the A.B.C. mode, the exposure counter will change
in the following order to show the order of shots.
Standard Exposure: Left and right blink
Overexposure: Left blinks
(The "+" mark is displayed in the viewfinder.)
Underexposure: Right blinks
(The "-" mark is displayed in the viewfinder.)
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Example: Pictures are taken in the A.B.C. mode from the frame No. 18.

Compensation:

First Shot
Standard

Second Shot
Over

Third Shot
Under

Repeated
Standard

Left & right blink

Left blinks

Right blinks

Left & right blink

Counter:
Display:

• If the camera’s control range is exceeded by the compensating value, the limiting compensation value will apply.
• To cancel the A.B.C. mode after it has been activated, turn the A.B.C. lever to the position “0”.
• If the main switch is set to “OFF” and then to “ON” again in the A.B.C. mode, three frames will be exposed again
in the A.B.C. mode as described above.
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FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY

The use of a flash is recommended when taking pictures indoors,
at night, or otherwise in dim locations. By combining this camera
with a dedicated Contax TLA flash system, flash photography
can be performed using “TTL direct metering,” in which the flash
unit’s light output is controlled directly by the camera.
<Taking Pictures on TTL Direct Light Metering>
1 Mount the TLA flash unit on the camera.
2 Set the flash unit to “TTL AUTO”.
As soon as the flash is fully charged, the mark “ ” will turn on
in the viewfinder and the shutter speed will automatically set
as follows:
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• Aperture-priority Auto Exposure Mode:
Measured Value
in Ambient Light
16~1/60 sec.
1/60~1/200 sec.
Over 1/200
~1/6000 sec.

Automatically Set Display
Shutter Speed
1/60 sec.
“60” lights
1/60~1/200 sec.
“60” to
“200” lights
1/200 sec.
“200” lights
“ ” blinks

* Overexposure may occur. In this case, adjust the aperture
ring so that the “ ” mark disappears, and shoot.
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FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY

• Manual, X and Bulb Exposures
If the shutter-speed dial is set to a shutter-speed number
position, the manual exposure mode is used, and the shutter
speed cannot be set automatically by the camera. Be sure that
the shutter-speed dial is set either to “X” or to a shutter speed
of 1/125 second or slower. The currently set shutter speed will
appear in the viewfinder display.
When “X” is selected, the shutter speed is set for 1/200 second,
and “200” appears in the viewfinder display. When the shutterspeed dial is set to “B” (for bulb exposures), “bLb” appears in
the viewfinder.
Set the aperture and shoot
Consult the instruction manual for your flash unit, and set
the lens aperture in accordance with the recommendations
there. When the flash has automatically measured the light
and produced the correct exposure, the “ ” mark will blink
inside the viewfinder for about two seconds after the shutter
is released.
3
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• If the “ ” mark does not blink following shutter release, it is
likely that underexposure has resulted. In this case, open
your aperture or shorten the distance to your subject,
and shoot again.
• When performing close-up blink photography, overexposure
may occur even when the “ " mark has blinked after
shutter release. To prevent overexposure, be sure to follow
the instructions for your blink unit regarding proper flash
photography distances and settings.
• Be sure that the A.B.C. lever is set to the “0” position.
• When using the continuous shooting drive modes (“CL” or
“CH”), consult your flash unit’s instructions regarding flash
intervals and light output during continuous shooting.
• TTL direct metering flash photography can be performed
with films ranging in speed from ISO 25 to 800 (not including
exposure compensation values).
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FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY

With normal Flash

<Slow-Shutter Synchronization Flash Photography>
Flash photography using a slow-shutter synchronisation (shutter
speeds of 1/30 second or slower) is often effective when taking
portraits against night skylines, or when you wish to illuminate
a foreground subject with flash while also capturing a darker
background scene. Slow-synchronisation flash photography
can be performed simply when you use TTL auto mode in
combination with a dedicated TLA flash unit.
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• In the “Aperture-priority Auto Exposure” mode: Set the main
switch at “AEL”. In this case, the shutter speed will be locked at
the measured value in ambient light. Make sure that the flash is
fully charged and shoot.
• In the “Manual Exposure” Mode: Set the shutter speed at
1/30 sec. or slower. Turn the aperture ring so that the “ ” mark
appears in the viewfinder. Make sure that the flash is fully
charged and shoot.
• When taking slow-shutter synchronous flash pictures, use
a tripod to prevent camera shake because the shutter speed
will be slow.
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Without Flash

<Daylight Flash>
Subject under direct sunlight or back-lighted subject will turn out
dark without exposure compensation or fill-in flash. If you use
the TLA flash in the TTL auto mode in such cases, both subject
and background will be beautifully exposed.
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• In the “Aperture-priority Auto Exposure” mode: Set the main
switch at “AEL”. If the “ ” mark blinks after the flash is fully
charged, adjust the aperture ring to make the aperture slower
until the “ ” mark disappears.
• In the “Manual Exposure” Mode: Set the shutter speed
dial to “X” or 1/125 sec. or slower. Adjust the aperture so that
the correct exposure mark “ ” in the viewfinder appears
and shoot.
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FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY

<Using the Exposure Compensation Dial>
In the TTL auto mode, the amount of flash light couples with
the camera’s exposure compensation dial. If you want to bring
out the mood by adjusting the amount of flash, use the exposure
compensation dial.
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Picture taken with second curtain synchronisation

Picture taken with first
curtain synchronisation

<Second Curtain Synchronisation>
Second curtain synchronization is very useful for shooting
moving objects using slow-shutter synchronisation. In ordinary
flash photography, the flash is fired immediately after the first
curtain of the shutter has completed traveling (first curtain
synchronisation). In combination with a Contax flash having
a second curtain synchronisation capability, the Contax G2 can
trigger the flash just before the second curtain starts to travel
(second curtain synchronisation).
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Behind the subject illuminated by ambient light is captured like
a flowing line so that its natural movement is depicted clearly.
• The exposure is controlled in the same way as in the case of
ordinary flash photography (first curtain synchronisation).
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FLASH PHOTOGRAPHY

2

1

Sync terminal

<Taking Pictures with Flash Units Other than the TLA Flash
Unit>
1 Mount the flash unit on the camera. Set the shutter speed
dial to “X”.
This camera’s shutter speed is set to “X” (1/200 sec.) or 1/125
sec. or slower.
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Set the aperture and shoot.
Set the aperture ring according to the instructions for the flash
unit you use.
• If you use a cord type that has no direct contact, connect
the cord to the sync terminal on the side of the camera.
2

mad-paris.com

MULTIPLE EXPOSURE

1

2

After the first exposure

Press the shutter release.
Pressing the shutter release causes the first exposure
and sets the shutter to prepare for the next exposure.
• The mark “ ” will light in the display panel.
2

If different subjects or identical subject are exposed on
the same frame, more specific photographing can be attained.
Set the drive mode dial to ” ” (multiple exposure mode).
• The mark “ ” will blink in the display panel.
1
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MULTIPLE EXPOSURE

3

4

After the second exposure
(End of the multiple exposure)

Press the shutter release button once again.
After the second exposure, the film will be automatically
advanced and the multiple exposure mode will be cancelled.
4

Set the drive mode dial to “S”.
The “ ” mark will remain lit in the panel display.
• Note that further exposures will not be possible if the drive
mode dial is left set to “ ”.
3

If you want to make three or more exposures on a single frame,
first set the drive mode dial to “S” in step 3 above, then set the dial
to “ ” again. The “ ” mark will turn on, then blink. If you press
the shutter release again in this condition, you will be able to make
an additional exposure. By repeating this procedure, you will be
able to make the number of exposures you want.
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• If the main switch is set to OFF after the first exposure is
made, the multiple-exposure mode will continue (the second
exposure of the same frame will be enabled) the next time
the main switch is set to ON.
• After once setting the multiple exposure mode, if the drive
mode dial is rotated to another position before pressing the
shutter release the first time, the multiple exposure mode will
be cancelled.
• Note that you cannot cancel the multiple exposure mode once
you have pressed the shutter release for the first exposure.
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USING THE SELF-TIMER

1

Set the drive mode dial to ” ” (self-timer).
Focus the lens on your subject and depress the shutter
release.
The self-timer will start and trip the shutter in the 10 seconds.
While the self-timer is running, the self-timer LED in the camera
front will blink.
• The focus mode is set to “SAF”, focus is locked at the instant
the self-timer begins operating. In “CAF” mode, auto focus is
performed continuously, even during the time the self-timer is
operating; focus is set at the instant the shutter is released.
1

2
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2

• To shoot with the self-timer, mount the camera on a tripod.
• The self-timer cannot be used when the camera is set for bulb
exposure (“B”).
• If the shutter release is depressed while the self-timer is
running, the counter will reset itself and the self-timer will trip
the shutter in the 10 seconds.
• To stop the self-timer operation after it has begun, set
the main switch to OFF, or turn the drive mode dial to another
mode position.
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CUSTOM FUNCTIONS

This camera has five kinds of “Custom Functions” as shown in
the following table. When your use the camera first time after
purchase, it has been set to the standard set of Functions
(Item 0). (Instructions in this manual refer to Case 0 unless
otherwise stated.)
If you want to change the Custom functions, refer to “Setting
the Custom Functions” on page 67.
• Camera functions and operations will change when custom
features are set. Be sure to read and understand this entire
section on “Custom Functions” before attempting to customize
camera functions.

<List of the Custom Functions>
Function No.

Standard Setting
0

Item No.

1
AE Locking Operation

The main switch is set at “AEL”.

Setting Change
1
The AE lock is activated while
the shutter release is depressed
halfway (except when the flash
is fully charged).
When the AE lock is
continuously activated by the
main switch, the continuous
AE lock takes top priortity.

•

2
Switching the order of A.B.C.
mode
3
Remaining film at film rewound

4
Focus adjustment during
manual focus
5
Multiple exposure

“CLE”
Reset all custom functions

Order of exposure:

Order of exposure:

Standard —> Over —> Under

Over —> Standard —> Under

The end of film is rewound into
the cassette.

The end of the film is left out of
the cassette.

Turn focus dial and set to
shooting distance.

While holding focus lock button
depressed, turn focus dial and set
to shooting distance.
*1

Must operate drive mode dial
before each exposure.

Drive mode dial can be left
set to “ ” so long as multiple
exposures are desired.
*2

All custom functions are reset to standard setting (“0”).
Be careful; if the main switch is set to OFF while the CLE setting has
been selected, the contents of all custom functions set to that point
will be reset to their standard setting (“0”).
Be sure when the shutter release is depressed halfway or approx.
16 seconds elapse, custom functions are reset to standard setting
(“0”).

•
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2

Viewfinder

1

* 1 : When this function is selected, the distance can be fixed by
manual focusing. While pressing on the focus lock button ((1)) on
manual focus (MF), turn the focus dial ((2)) and set the shooting
distance. This feature is provided to help prevent inadvertent
moving of the focus dial, resulting in out-of-focus pictures, and to
facilitate taking pictures at a pre-set focusing distance.
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To operate (set to "MF")
• To use the camera's focusing function to adjust focus:
Aim the focusing frame at the subject; while holding the focus
lock button depressed, turn the focus dial until the focus scale is
aligned with the focus index mark. Release the focus-lock button
when the scale and mark are aligned.
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• To set the focusing distance manually:
While holding the focus lock button depressed, turn the focus
dial until the desired distance appears in the display panel,
then release the focus lock button.
(Example: for 3 m)

* 2 : When this function is set, the drive mode dial can be left
set at the " " mark to take successive multiple exposures (no
need to reset to the "S" mark before subsequent exposures). In
this condition, simply press the shutter release as many times as
required to produce the desired multiple-exposure effect.
When the drive mode dial is set to " ", the " " mark will blink
in the display panel; each time the shutter release is pressed, the
shutter will be recocked automatically in preparation for the next
exposure (film will not be advanced).
To cancel the multiple exposure mode, turn the drive mode dial
from the " " position to another setting; the film will be automatically advanced to the next frame and the newly selected
drive mode will take effect.
• When this custom function has been selected, be sure to
remember to change back to a normal shooting mode after
you complete your multiple exposures.

Display panel
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SETTING THE CUSTOM FUNCTIONS

1

2

Function No.

Item No.
Press both buttons for about 1.2 seconds

Hold the ISO button and the focus lock button depressed
simultaneously for about 1.2 seconds or more, until the
display panel appears as shown in the illustration.
This display indicates that custom functions are ready to
be set.
When the display panel appears as shown, remove your finger
from the buttons.
1
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Turn the focus dial until the number of the function you
wish to modify is displayed.
• When the focus dial is turned, the function number changes
in the order.
2
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SETTING THE CUSTOM FUNCTIONS

3

4

Function No.

Item No.

Press the focus lock button, and select the item number
you wish to change.
• Each time the focus lock button is pressed, the setting contents
change between "0" and "1"; select the number corresponding
to the function state you wish to set.
3
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Turn off the main switch once to set the custom function.
• When the shutter release is depressed halfway or approx.
16 seconds elapse after the desired select (item) number is
selected, the custom function is also set.
4

mad-paris.com

RELEASE SOCKET/DETACHING THE CAMERA BACK

<Release Socket>
The release socket has a contact for transmitting electric signals
from the Cable Switch L to operate the shutter.
• If you are shooting on autofocus ("SAF" or "CAF*) with the
Cable Switch, the shutter can be released after focusing. If you
want to shoot at a decisive moment, set the focusing mode
to "MF".
• Do not connect a commercially available, ordinary cable
release (mechanically operated type) to the release socket
because it will cause malfunction.
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<Detaching the Camera Back>
The standard camera back can be removed and replaced with
the optional data back GD-2 (p. 84). To remove the camera back,
press down on camera back release pin.
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METERING SYSTEM

This camera provides two metering methods: "TTL Actual
Aperture Metering" (centre-weighted light measurement) that
measures the reflected light on the shutter curtain, and "External
Light Metering" that makes measurement with the light sensor
beside the viewfinder. While the external light metering is used
for the Hologon T* 16mm F8, measurement is performed on
TTL actual aperture metering with other lenses. The metering
method switches automatically when the lens is mounted.

70

When the Data Back GD-2 is used, the "estimated F-number"
in "Exposure data" is indicated as an approx. value that was
calculated by measuring the brightness on external metering.
Be sure that your fingers do not obstruct or rest on the external
metering window.
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USING THE HOLOGON 16 MM F8

The Hologon 16 mm F8 is a special ultra-wide-lens.
Follow the instructions below to use the Hologon 16 mm F8:
<1. VIEWFINDER>
Be sure to use the viewfinder (GF-16 mm) attached with
the Hologon 16 mm F8 whenever it is mounted on the camera.
Insert the viewfinder into the accessory shoe of the camera
securely as far as it will go.

Visible range in the viewfinder
(dotted line)

Actual picture area (solid line)
About 1.5 m

1

Viewfinder
About 0.6 m

Shooting Range:
As the shooting distance changes, the visible range in
the viewfinder (GF-16 mm) also moves around the actual picture
area generally as illustrated. Focus the lens on the subject by
using the following illustrations as the reference. Especially when
the shooting distance is nearer than about 1m, make allowance
for off-actual shooting range to focus the lens on the subject.
1
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About 0.3 m
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USING THE HOLOGON 16 MM F8

Level Gauge:
Pictures taken by the Hologon 16 mm F8 may be slightly
different from the real subjects because its ultra-wide-lens is
very sensitive to the upward or downward tilts of the camera.
If you want to take pictures of subjects such as buildings and
columns in parallel between each other, use the level gauge built
in the viewfinder to hold the camera in a level position.
• The camera is set in a level position when the "air ball" sits right
at the centre of the level gauge.
2

Upward tilt

Level

Downward tilt

Level gauge (built in the viewfinder)
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USING THE HOLOGON 16 MM F8
Distance index (m)

<2. Focusing>
Focusing of the Hologon 16mm F8 lens is performed by manually
rotating the lens distance lever. Auto focus cannot be performed
with this lens. Adjust the distance to the subject in accordance
with the distance index on the lens. Measurement of the distance
to the subject can be performed in one of the following ways:
Eye measurement:
This method is to make a measurement by your eyes.
1

Using the focusing function of the camera (∞ ~ about
0.5 m):
Set the camera's focus mode dial to "SAF". While aiming
the focusing frame of the camera's viewfinder at the subject,
press the shutter release halfway the distance (m) to
the subject is displayed in the display panel.
• If the viewfinder display shows that it is impossible to focus,
remove your finger once from the shutter release, and then
press the shutter release halfway again. After making sure
the subject is correctly focused, remove your eye from
the viewfinder and read the distance on the display panel.
2
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Distance index (feet)

Distance lever
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USING THE HOLOGON 16 MM F8

Measurement Using a Ruler (up to 0.3 m)
Use a ruler to measure the distance from the subject to
the camera's " O " mark (distance reference index).
3

Shooting distance

<4. Graduation Filter 4X>
The Hologon 16 mm F8 shows the lack of amount of light
around the subject, which is typical of ultra-wide lenses. Use
the gradation filter attached with the Hologon 16 mm F8 when
taking pictures with enough amount of light even around
the subject unless such characteristic is intentionally used.
If you are using the gradation filter 4X, be sure to compensate
the exposure.
• In the aperture-priority auto exposure mode,
set the exposure compensation dial to "+2."
• In the manual exposure mode, set the shutter
speed 2 stops slower.

<3. Exposure>
The aperture is not adjustable because the Hologon 16mm F8
is fixed at F8.
• In the manual exposure mode, adjust the exposure with
the shutter speed.
• When the Hologon 16mm F8 is mounted on the camera,
the metering system automatically switches to
the "external metering."
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USING THE HOLOGON 16 MM F8

<5. Flash Photography>
When the Hologon 16 mm F8 is mounted on the camera, it can
not provide "TTL direct lighting metering." Take pictures in the
external metering auto flash or manual flash photography mode.
• Connect the flash to the sync. terminal.
• The flash light may not reach the periphery of the subject
because the picture angle of the Hologon 16 mm F8 is too wide.

Actual angle of view

<6. Other Precautions>
Never block the Hologon 16 mm F8 with your fingers because it
is very wide and short. If you are shooting with the camera case
attached, be sure to check your fingers around the lens because
they will be easily shot with the subject.
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DEPTH OF FIELD

When a lens is focused on a subject, a certain distance in front of
and behind the subject will also be in clear focus. That distance
is called the "depth of field." The depth of field varies, depending
on certain conditions (see below). By using the depth of field
phenomenon, you can bring the subject into clear focus while
leaving foreground and background out of focus, or you can
create pictures in which both subject and background are in
clear focus. Consult the appended chart for more information.
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A lens's depth of focus generally varies as follows:
1 Depth of field increases with smaller apertures,
and lessens with wider apertures.
2 Depth of field increases with increasing camera-subject
distances, and lessens with shorter distances.
3 Depth of field is greater behind the point of focus,
and shallower in front of the point of focus.
Also, lenses with shorter focal length (wide angle lenses)
tend to have inherently greater depth of field than lenses
with long focal length (telephoto lenses).
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DEPTH OF FIELD TABLE

Lens
Biogon T*
21mm F2.8
Biogon T*
28mm F2.8
Planar T*
35mm F2
Planar T*
45mm F2
Sonnar T*
90mm F2.8
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Aperture

Camera-subject distance (m)

F4

1.0
0.8~1.3

1.2
1.0~1.6

1.5
1.1~2.2

2.0
1.4~3.5

3.0
1.8~8.7

5.0
2.4~∞

10.0
3.1~∞

∞
4.5~∞

F8

0.7~1.7

0.8~2.4

0.9~4.1

1.0~15

1.3~∞

1.6~∞

1.9~∞

2.3~∞

F16

0.56~6

0.62~∞

0.7~∞

0.76~∞

0.86~∞

0.96~∞

1.1~∞

1.2~∞

F4

0.9~1.2

1.0~1.5

1.2~1.9

1.5~2.9

2.0~5.7

2.8~25

3.8~∞

6.2~∞

F8

0.8~1.4

0.9~1.9

1.0~2.8

1.2~5.3

1.6~60

1.9~∞

2.4~∞

3.1~∞

F16

0.6~2.5

0.7~4.4

0.8~2.0

0.9~∞

1.1~∞

1.2~∞

1.4~∞

1.6~∞

F4

0.9~1.0

1.1~1.3

1.3~1.7

1.7~2.4

2.4~4.0

3.5~8.6

5.4~62

12~∞

F8

0.87~1.2

1.0~1.5

1.2~2.0

1.5~3.0

2.0~6.0

2.7~30

3.8~∞

6.0~∞

F16

0.8~1.4

0.9~1.9

1.0~2.9

1.2~5.7

1.5~∞

1.9~∞

2.3~∞

3.0~∞

F4

0.95~1.06

1.13~1.28

1.4~1.6

1.8~2.3

2.6~3.6

3.9~7.0

6.3~25

17~∞

F8

0.9~1.1

1.1~1.4

1.3~1.8

1.6~2.6

2.2~4.6

3.2~12

4.6~∞

8.4~∞

F16

0.8~1.3

1.0~1.6

1.1~2.3

1.4~3.7

1.8~10

2.3~∞

3.0~∞

4.2~∞

F4

0.99~1.01

1.18~1.22

1.47~1.53

1.95~2.06

2.9~3.1

4.6~5.4

8.6~12

60~∞

F8

0.98~1.02

1.17~1.24

1.44~1.56

1.89~2.12

2.8~3.3

4.3~5.9

7.6~15

30~∞

F16

0.96~1.05

1.13~1.28

1.39~1.63

1.80~2.26

2.6~3.7

3.8~7.2

6.1~25

15~∞
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CAMERA CARE AND PRECAUTIONS

• To remove dust and dirt on the lens, focusing window and
viewfinder, use an air blower or a soft lens brush. If they are
soiled with fingerprints, wipe off lightly with lens tissue.
• To clean the camera exterior, wipe with a soft cloth. Never use
benzine, thinner or other solvents.
• After taking pictures in a dusty place such as at the seaside or
on mountains, clean the camera thoroughly. Salt air will cause
corrosion and sand and dust will adversely affect the internal
precision parts of the camera.
• Do not leave the camera in hot places (on an ocean beach in
summer, in a parked car under direct sunlight, etc.) for a long
time, because the camera, film and batteries may be
adversely affected.
• The lens and viewfinder may be clouded if the camera is
brought into a warm room from outside where it is cold. This
cloudiness will disappear soon, but it is always advisable to
avoid sudden temperature changes because water droplets
will cause internal corrosion.
Microcomputer Protection Circuit:
This camera incorporates a safety circuit to protect its
microcomputer against strong external static electricity.
Though rarely, it may fail to function because this safety circuit
has come into action. In this case, set the main switch to OFF,
remove the batteries, reload them and use the camera again.
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• If you are going to use the camera for important events
such as an overseas trip or wedding ceremony, be sure to
test it beforehand to make sure that it functions properly.
It is also advisable to bring spare batteries with you.
• Because the camera is a precision device, do not give
excessive shock such as by dropping, etc.
Note on the Shutter Curtain:
The shutter curtain is made of a very thin material. Never
push it with your finger, or touch or wipe it. When changing
film, take care that the film edge does not touch on the shutter
curtain. When using an air blower, do not blow air strongly
on the curtain because it may be damaged or deformed.
Never use a pressurised blower.
<Camera Storage>
• Keep the camera away from heat, moisture and dust.
Do not store it in a wardrobe drawer containing mothballs
or in a laboratory where there are chemicals that will cause
to damage to it.
• If you are not likely to use the camera for an extended period
of time, remove the batteries to prevent possible damage by
battery leakage.
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SPECIFICATIONS

Type: 35 mm AF range finder camera with focal plane shutter.
Picture Size: 24 × 36 mm
Lens Mount: Contax G mount.
Shutter: Electronically-controlled vertical-travel focal- plane
shutter.
Shutter Speeds: 16 sec. to 1/6000 sec. at "Aperture-priority auto
exposure"
4 sec. to 1/4000 sec.
B and X (1/200 sec.) on manual.
Sync Contacts: Direct X contact (synchronizing speeds 1/200
sec. or slower), provided with sync terminal.
Self-timer: Electronic self-timer with a 10 sec. delay.
Shutter Release: Electronic release, provided with a special
release socket.
Focusing: Auto focus, switchable to manual focus.
Focusing method: combination with base-line length reinforced
type external passive AF/Infrared active AF.
Focus detection range: (ISO 100): EV3-19 (passive type)
Auto focus modes: SAF (single auto focus), CAF (continuous
auto focus)
Exposure Control: (a) Aperture-priority auto exposure,
(b) Manual exposure, (c) TTL auto flash control, (d) Manual flash.
Metering System: TTL actual exposure metering (centreweighted average light metering)/External metering (automatic
switch-over with the mounted lens).
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Metering Range: EV1 ~ 19 on TTL actual exposure metering
(ISO 100, F2), EV3 ~ 19 on external metering (SO 100).
Film Speed Range: ISO 25 ~ 5000 for automatic setting
with DX film, ISO 6 ~ 6400 for manual setting.
AE Lock: The shutter speed is stored in the memory.
Exposure Compensation: +2 EV ~-2 EV (can be set in
1/3-EV increments).
A.B.C. Mode: +0.5 EV/+1 EV exposure compensating values
with A.B.C. lever.
Flash Light Control: TTL direct light control.
Flash Synchronisation: In combination with dedicated flash, the
shutter speed is automatically set when the flash is fully charged.
Second Curtain Synchronisation: Possible with Contax flash
having a second curtain synchronisation capability.
Viewfinder: Real-image zoom viewfinder (with lens coupling in
range 28-90mm)
• Field of view ratio 90%, magnification 0.57 (with 45 mm lens
set to infinity and dioptre -1D).
Dioptre Adjustment: Built-in dioptre adjuster, correctable
range +0.3D ~ -2D.
Display in Viewfinder: Picture area frame (automatic parallax
adjustment), focusing frame, focus display, shutter speed,
exposure mark, exposure compensation, flash mark.
Display panel: Shooting distance/Film speed, multiple exposure
mark, custom function display, battery warning mark.
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SPECIFICATIONS

Film Loading: Auto loading, automatic film positioning
to "01" on counter.
Film Advance: Automatic winding with built-in motor.
Film Rewinding: Automatic rewinding with built-in motor,
automatic stop/return after rewinding is completed,
mid-roll rewinding possible,
Drive Modes: Single-frame exposure, continuous shooting
(CL, CH), self-timer, multiple exposure.
Winding Speed: Up to about 4 frames/sec. on continuous
shooting ("CH" mode) (with new batteries, at ordinary
temperature, as tested according to Contax testing standard).
Exposure Counter: Automatic-resetting additive type,
A.B.C. display.
Accessory Shoe: Direct X-contact hot shoe (provided
with TLA flash contact).
Custom Functions:
(1) AE lock operation; (2) Order of A.B.C. switching; (3) Film leader
status at rewind; (4) Focus adjustment during manual focus; (5)
Multiple exposure operation.
Camera Back: Can be opened by camera back opening
knob, detachable, provided with film check window.
Power Source: Two 3V lithium batteries (CR2).
Battery Check: Automatic check, battery warning mark
in display panel.
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Battery Capacity: About 80 rolls of 24-exposure film (with new
lithium batteries, at ordinary temperature, as tested according
to Contax testing standard.)
Dimensions: 139 (W) x 80 (H) x 45 (D) mm
Weight: 560 g (without batteries)
* Specifications and design are subject to change without notice.

To make full use of the capabilities of this camera, it is
recommended to use our interchangeable lenses and
accessories with it. We may not be able to make repair for
the damage or trouble that has occurred when it was used with
products of other makers offered for use with Contax camera.
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